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Anti-Poverty Initiative

MILESTONE
You will recall that in January
2006, API started operations
with 164 underprivileged women
in urban Dakar, the capital of
Senegal. Thereafter, as is
common with startups, it was a
struggle, due largely to limited
resources, to not only meet the
needs of the pioneer
participants, but also to accept
other underprivileged women
into our programs. All the same
we were not discouraged. We
accepted the challenge and
continued to work hard filled
with hope.
True, we didn’t have adequate
financial resources. However,
there was one compensatory
thing we had and that was
‘passion’ for the project called
“the anti- poverty initiative (API)”.
It was and continues to be the
invisible motor behind API.

40 months after, ( april 2009) API
had grown to over 1,000 women
in its programs. All the women
participants are located in urban
Dakar and the village of
Sebikotane about 60 miles from
Dakar. We had projected to
achieve this level of growth by
December 2010. Thus, we
realized this growth goal 20
months earlier.
This achievement was made
possible by the generous
contributions of our
supporters; both individual and
corporate, to whom we are very
grateful.

Did you know…?
that rural women are net food
producers all over the world.
According to the women’s World Summit
Foundation, rural women produce more
than half of the food grown---------- up to
80% in Africa, 60% in Asia and 30-40% in
Latin and North America.
Despite their immense contributions,
women comprise the group likely to be
hardest hit by climate change because of
their economic and social inequality,
according to a report by the
International Union for the
conservation of nature
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One Woman at a Time: How API Changes Lives
Coumba Deme is 51 years old and
a mother of 6 children. She has
under her care 8 family members
including her children.
Coumba owns a tailor shop and a
fabric shop. She has been in this
clothes-making business for
many years.

“I wish that every
Senegalese Woman is
a member of the AntiPoverty Initiative.”
--Mariama Thiam

Coumba’s major problem had
been the lack of adequate
capital for her business.
According to her, she was
obliged to sell her products on
credit. While she awaited
repayment from her customers,
her business almost ground to a
halt: not able to restock her
fabric shop, not able to pay
workers in her tailor shop.
Business was like an on-off
activity. She lost customers and
could not attract new ones.
Coumba heard about API and its
programs and joined one of APIsupported micro-credit groups in
Patte d’ Oie ( a section of Dakar).
She participated in API basic
business skills training from
where she learned business
skills including marketing,
record keeping and strategies
for retaining customers.
Coumba says, “accessing loans
from API is easy. I benefit from
both group and individual loans.
Weekly group meetings provides
additional market for my
products”
Coumba has now opened a
second fabric shop which she
uses for her import-export
activities.
She says,” I now make more
profits. I can now meet the needs
of my children and others in my
care. Thanks to API”
Coumba says she sometimes pays

their house rent and utility bills
when her husband is unable to
pay them. She pays her children’s
school fees and is able to take
care of herself when she is sick.
Coumba is so satisfied with API’s
programs that she would like API
to extend its programs to the
market community where she
operates her business and
across the entire city of Dakar.
API has since organized 2 groups
of 40 women in that market. They
have each received 2 loans so
far).

Proud Coumba in her Fabric shop

