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MEET DIARRA FALL OF 
PARCELLES ASSAINIES, A LARGE 
COMMUNITY IN DAKAR, CAPITAL 
OF SENEGAL. 
Diarra fall is a 40 year old 
businesswoman and wife with 
4 children. Diarra fall came 
into contact with api when 
she helped organize some 
micro-credit groups to join 
api programs. Later, In may 
2009, she approached api 
seeking financial assistance 
to reinvigorate her business. 
She owns a shop in her 
neighborhood where she 
sells a variety of food items, 
clothes, cosmetics , drinking 
glasses and other household 
goods. 
api gave her a loan of $ 2,000.

Diarra fall’s business 
journey.   

diarra fall started business 
activities in 1995. she recalls 
mobilizing ‘ a small capital, 
bought and sold clothes. I 
hap no shop. I sold from home’ 
a few tears later, she 
purchased a kiosk ( a small 
structure like a news stand) 
from which she sold her 
goods.

By 2003, diarra fall’s 
business,  in terms of volume , 
had outgrown the kiosk. 
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o accommodate her business, 
diarra fall acquired a shop 
space on the first floor of a 
two-storey building. 

Diarra fall’s loan repayment 
record is excellent. 
Api continues to provide 
capital to her. 
Now she travels to dubai 
( united arab emirates, a gulf 
state), to buy goods for her 
shop.

Diarra fall supports her 
family with food, payments of 
utilities and her children’s 
education. Asked about 
problems encountered in her 
business, diarra says that her 
main problems are occasional 
late arrival of her goods 
from dubai to Dakar and 
payment by some of her 
clients.

Api is proud to contribute to 
diarra’s business success.  

  

Diarra’s shop



GRADUATION; A MEASURE 
OF SUCCESS

NIAXX JARINU MICRO-CREDIT 
ASSOCIATION JOINED API PROGRAM 
IN 2007. IT HAS 25 WOMEN 
MEMBERS.          

THE GROUP IS WELL ORGANISED 
AND MEETS WEEKLY TO 
CONTRIBUTE MONEY TOWARDS THE 
REPAYMENT OF API LOANS, TO PAY 
INTO THEIR SAVINGS ACCOUNT AND 
DISCUSS ISSU ES OF COMMON 
INTEREST.          

NOW AFTER ABOUT 3 YEARS IN API 
PROGRAM, THE ASSOCIATION HAS 
DECIDED TO ‘GRADUATE’. 
GRADUATION IN THIS CONTEXT 
MEANS THAT THE GROUP NO 
LONGER SEEKS API LOANS, BUT 
RATHER WORKS WITH THEIR 
COLLECTIVE SAVINGS WHICH NOW 
AMOUNTS TO $ 8,000.US.! 
HOWEVER, THE GROUP CONTINUES 
TO MEET WEEKLY AS USUAL 

YOU MAY RECALL ( AT LEAST SOME 
OF YOU WHO WERE PRESENT AT API 
PROGRAM PRESENTATION IN 
SEVERAL US CHURCHES) THAT ONE 
OF OUR OBJECTIVES FOR API 
WOMEN’S GROUPS IS FINANCIAL 
SELF-RELIANCE.

API’s DIRECTOR, ON BEHALF OF 
STAFF AND BOARD MEMBERS 
CONGRATULATED NIAXX JARINU 
FOR THIS REMARKABLE AND 
EXEMPLARY ACHIEVEMENT. 
API IS PROUD TO BE AN ENABLER TO 
THIS ASSOCIATION AND LOOKS 
FORWARD TO THE NEXT 
‘GRADUATING CLASS’.   

Some Association Members
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Women’s Empowerment key to 
girls’ Education. 

ABOVE IS THE TITLE OF AN ARTICLE 
BY INTER PRESS SERVICE ( IPS). THE 
ARTICLE PROVES THE LINK 
BETWEEN WOMEN’S ECONOMIC 
EMPOWERMENT AND GIRLS’ 
EDUCATION.                                           

ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLE, ,THE 
COMPLETION RATE FOR PRIMARY 
EDUCATION IN BURKINA FASO ( A 
WEST AFRICAN COUNTRY IS JUST 
39%. IT IS WORSE IN THE NORTH OF 
THE COUNTRY WHERE THE RATE IS A 
MERE 18%. 
POVERTY AND CULTURAL VALUES 
ARE BLAMED FOR THE SITUATION. 
NOW ALL THAT IS CHANGING.   

 A GOVERNMENT PROGRAM THAT 
FINANCIALLY SUPPORTS WOMEN’S 
INCOME-GENERATING ACTIVITIES IS 
TURNING THE SITUATION AROUND. 
THE BENEFITING  WOMEN ARE 
DEVOTING PART OF THEIR BUSINESS 
PROFITS TO SUPPORTING THEIR 
DAUGHTERS’S EDUCATION----- BUYING 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES AND LAMPS FOR 
STUDYING AT NIGHT WHERE THERE 
IS NO  OR ERATIC ELECTRICITY 
SUPPLY.                                                       

         

  


